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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Ministry of Law Issues New Implementing
Regulation on Trademark Registration
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The Minister of Law has issued Minister of Law Regulation No. 5 of 2026 on Trademark Registration ("Regulation
5/2026"), which updates key aspects of trademark registration, including the timeframe for substantive examination
of trademark applications, trademark application requirements, and the criteria for non-registrable trademarks.

The key features of Regulation 5/2026 are summarised below.
1. Faster Substantive Examination

In line with the Omnibus Law (Government Regulation in Lieu of Law No. 2 of 2022), which streamlines the
substantive examination period, Regulation 5/2026 emphasises that the Directorate General of Intellectual
Property ("DGIP") must adhere to the statutory timeframe for conducting substantive examinations of
trademark applications.

A 30-day substantive examination period applies where no opposition is submitted by any third party.
Where an opposition is filed, the substantive examination must be completed within 90 days. The
implementation of this timeframe is expected to facilitate faster trademark registration for applicants, with
protection obtainable in less than one year.

2. Non-Registrable Trademarks

Regulation 5/2026 introduces an additional category of non-registrable trademarks under the absolute
grounds for refusal. A trademark application may be refused if it contains a functional shape. This provision
reflects the Omnibus Law’s policy of preventing functional product features from being protected as
trademarks, thereby avoiding overlap between trademark and patent rights.

3. Trademark Protection for Sound Marks

Regulation 5/2026 sets out specific requirements for trademark applications covering sound marks. Under
this regulation, applicants must submit a sound recording together with its notation or a sonogram.

4. Force Majeure Events

Regulation 5/2026 provides flexibility for applicants affected by force majeure events by granting them the
right to apply for an extension of time to complete the formality documents required for filing a trademark
application.

5. Formality Documents for Filing Trademark Applications

Regulation 5/2026 requires applicants to submit proof of identity, such as an Identity Card, Passport, or
Temporary Stay Permit (Kartu Izin Tinggal Terbatas or KITAS). Where the applicant is a legal entity, a
deed of establishment of the company or any amendment thereto ("Corporate Documents") must also be
submitted.

This requirement has also been announced by the DGIP through its e-filing system. In this regard,

Corporate Documents originating from foreign entities must be accompanied by an Indonesian-language
translation prepared by a sworn translator.
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Commentary

Regulation 5/2026 reflects the DGIP's commitment to accelerating the trademark registration process in Indonesia.
However, the introduction of additional formality documents, particularly the requirement to submit Corporate
Documents together with a sworn Indonesian translation, appears to run counter to this objective. In practice, this
requirement may prolong the preparation process for trademark filings and increase compliance costs, particularly
for foreign applicants.

The Indonesian IP Consultant Association (Asosiasi Konsultan HKI Indonesia or AKHKI) is currently engaged in
discussions with the DGIP to explore the possibility of postponing the implementation of these additional formality
requirements for new trademark applications. Pending further clarification, trademark applicants, particularly foreign
entities, should factor in additional preparation time when planning new filings. We will continue to monitor
developments and provide updates as the regulatory practice evolves.

For regional Intellectual Property matters, please see Rajah & Tann Asia's Regional Intellectual
Property Practice for more information.
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D +62 21 2555 7874
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Contribution Note

This Legal Update is contributed by the Contact Partners and Senior Associate listed above, with the assistance
of Associate Achmad Faisal Rachman.

Please feel free to also contact Knowledge Management at RTApublications@rajahtann.com.

4 © ASSEGAF HAMZAH & PARTNERS LAWYERS WHO KNOW ASIA


mailto:dewi.soeharto@ahp.id
mailto:nalendra.wibowo@ahp.id
mailto:achmad.rachman@ahp.id
mailto:RTApublications@rajahtann.com

Indonesia Client Update 15 APRIL 2026

Assegaf Hamzah & Partners

Indonesia

Regional Contacts

Cambodia

Rajah & Tann Sok & Heng Law Office

T +85523 963 112 | +855 23 963 113
kh.rajahtannasia.com

China
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP
Representative Offices

Shanghai Representative Office
T +86 216120 8818
F +86 216120 8820

Shenzhen Representative Office
T +86 755 8898 0230
cn.rajahtannasia.com

Indonesia
Assegaf Hamzah & Partners

Jakarta Office
T +62 21 2555 7800
F +62 21 2555 7899

Surabaya Office

T +62 315116 4550
F +62 315116 4560
www.ahp.co.id

Lao PDR
Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd.

T +856 21 454 239
la.rajahtannasia.com

Malaysia

Christopher & Lee Ong

T +603 2273 1919
F +603 2273 8310
www.christopherleeong.com

Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia.

Myanmar
Rajah & Tann Myanmar Company Limited

T +951 9253750
mm.rajahtannasia.com

Philippines
Gatmaytan Yap Patacsil Gutierrez & Protacio
(C&G Law)

T +632 8248 5250
www.cagatlaw.com

Singapore
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP

T +65 6535 3600
sg.rajahtannasia.com

Thailand
Rajah & Tann (Thailand) Limited

T +66 2656 1991
th.rajahtannasia.com

Vietnam

Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers

Ho Chi Minh City Office
T +84 28 3821 2673 | +84 28 3521 2832

Hanoi Office
T +84 24 3267 6127 | +84 24 3267 6128
vn.rajahtannasia.com

Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a member firm are
governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client.

This update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether legally binding or otherwise.

Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or damage which may result from accessing or relying on
this update.
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SINGAPORE — ¢ Regional Desks in:
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP BRUNEI
JAPAN

INDONESIA ’ SOUTH ASIA

Assegaf Hamzah & Partners

Based in Indonesia, and consistently gaining recognition from independent observers, Assegaf Hamzah & Partners has established itself as a major force locally and
regionally, and is ranked as a top-tier firm in many practice areas. Founded in 2001, it has a reputation for providing advice of the highest quality to a wide variety of
blue-chip corporate clients, high net worth individuals, and government institutions.

Assegaf Hamzah & Partners is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Japan and South Asia.

The contents of this Update are owned by Assegaf Hamzah & Partners and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Indonesia and, through international
treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly displayed, broadcast (including
storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein) without the prior written permission of Assegaf
Hamzah & Partners.

Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended to provide a general
guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course of action as such information may not
suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your specific situation. In this regard, you may contact the
lawyer you normally deal with in Assegaf Hamzah & Partners.
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